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(4) VA Form 2139–ADP, Order for Sup-
plies and Services (Continuation). 

(b) The contracting officer may use 
the forms specified in paragraphs (a)(1) 
through (a)(4) of this section instead of 
OF 347, Order for Supplies or Services, 
OF 348, Order for Supplies or Services 
Schedule—Continuation, and SF 1449, 
Solicitation/Contract/Order for Com-
mercial Items. 

(c) The contracting officer or other 
properly delegated official (see 801.670– 
3) may use the following order forms 
when ordering the indicated medical, 
dental, and ancillary services totaling 
up to $10,000 per authorization when 
such services are not available under 
existing contracts: 

(1) VA Form 10–7078, Authorization 
and Invoice for Medical and Hospital 
Services. 

(2) VA Form 10–7079, Request for Out-
patient Medical Services. 

(3) VA Form 10–2570d, Dental Record 
Authorization and Invoice for Out-
patient Service. 

(d) In authorizing patient travel as 
set forth in VA manual MP–1, Part II, 
Chapter 3, the contracting officer or 
other properly delegated official (see 
801.670–3) may use VA Form 10–2511, 
Authority and Invoice for Travel by 
Ambulance or Other Hired Vehicle, as 
provided by that manual. 

(e) The contracting officer must use 
SF 182, Request, Authorization, Agree-
ment, and Certification of Training, for 
procurement of training. 

(f) The contracting officer must use 
VA Form 10–2421, Prosthetics Author-
ization for Items or Services, for indi-
cated services not in excess of $300. 

PART 814—SEALED BIDDING 

Subpart 814.1—Use of Sealed Bidding 
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AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 121(c) and 48 CFR 
1.301–1.304. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 2717, Jan. 15, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 814.1—Use of Sealed 
Bidding 

814.104 Types of contracts. 

814.104–70 Fixed-price contracts with 
escalation. 

When fixed price contracts with esca-
lation are authorized under 816.102(a), a 
contracting officer must comply with 
FAR 16.203–1 through 16.203–4. 

Subpart 814.2—Solicitation of Bids 

814.201 Preparation of invitations for 
bids. 

(a) An invitation for bids for supplies, 
equipment, and services must be seri-
ally numbered at the time of issue. 
Numbers assigned locally must consist 
of the facility or VA National Acquisi-
tion Center division number, the serial 
number of the invitation, and the fiscal 
year in which the VA facility issues 
the invitation, e.g., 533–24–07 for the 
24th invitation issued by VA facility 
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533 in Fiscal Year 2007. A series begin-
ning with the number 1 must be started 
each fiscal year. Numbers assigned 
from a national register may be se-
quential, without regard to year, and 
use whatever numbering system as-
signed by the national system or VA’s 
Electronic Contract Management Sys-
tem (eCMS). VHA shall use eCMS for 
all solicitation numbering. 

(1) An invitation for bid for supplies, 
equipment, and services that is num-
bered locally must be numbered in the 
series of the year in which it is issued, 
will be accepted, and will become a 
contract in the same fiscal year but, 
because of procurement lead time, will 
not be performed until the next fiscal 
year. 

(2) An invitation for bid that is num-
bered locally must be numbered in the 
next fiscal year series if it is issued in 
one fiscal year but the contract will be-
come effective and will be performed 
only in the next fiscal year. 

(b) An invitation for a construction 
contract must bear the applicable invi-
tation for bid number and the project 
number, if assigned. 

(c) An invitation for bid containing a 
summary bid request must include the 
following statement: 

‘‘The award will be made on either an indi-
vidual item basis or summary bid basis, 
whichever results in the lowest cost to the 
Government. Therefore, to assure proper 
evaluation of all bids, a bidder quoting a 
summary bid price must also quote a price 
on each individual item included in the sum-
mary bid price.’’ 

(d) When a contracting officer deter-
mines that it will be to the Govern-
ment’s advantage to make an award by 
group or groups of items, the con-
tracting officer must include a provi-
sion for the award by group or groups 
of items in the invitation for bids. This 
may apply when the items in the group 
or groups are readily available from 
sources to be solicited; and one of the 
following apply: 

(1) It is desirable to award a min-
imum number of contracts. 

(2) Furniture or fixtures are required 
for a single project and uniformity of 
design is desirable. 

(3) The articles required will be as-
sembled and used as a unit. 

(e) A solicitation for a construction 
contract must contain a statement on 
the order of priority in which VA will 
award any alternative bid items, based 
on the relative importance of the 
items, VA’s cost estimate, and the 
amount of funds available, when the 
following apply: 

(1) VA intends to make a single ag-
gregate award for all items in the solic-
itation within certain fiscal limita-
tions. 

(2) The solicitation asks for prices on 
an item and alternate item basis. 

(f) A bid item schedule in a solicita-
tion issued in compliance with para-
graph (e) of this section should be 
structured substantially as follows: 

A single award will be made on Item No. 1, 
but in the event the offer exceeds the funds 
available, a single award will be made on 
Item No. 2 or Item No. 3, in that order, based 
on available funding. Offerors should quote a 
price on each item listed. 

Item No. 1—Furnish all labor, material, 
equipment, etc., to paint Buildings No. 1, 2, 
and 3: $ll. 

Alternate items in order of priority: 
Item No. 2—Furnish all labor, material, 

equipment, etc., to paint Building Nos. 1 and 
2: $ll. 

Item No. 3—Furnish all labor, material, 
equipment, etc., to paint Building No. 1:
ll. 

814.201–6 Solicitation provisions. 
(a) The contracting officer must 

place the provision entitled ‘‘Caution 
to Bidders-Bid Envelopes,’’ as set forth 
in 852.214–70, in all invitations for bids 
where bid submissions are by other 
than electronic means. 

(b) In an invitation for bid for sup-
plies, equipment, or services (other 
than construction), the contracting of-
ficer must define the extent to which 
VA will authorize and consider alter-
nate bids. VA will consider for accept-
ance an alternate specified on con-
struction projects only as a part of the 
basic item. 

(1) When VA will consider an alter-
nate item only if no bids or insufficient 
bids are received on an item desired, 
the contracting officer must include 
the provision set forth in 852.214–71, Re-
strictions on alternate item(s), in the 
invitation. 

(2) When VA will consider an alter-
nate item on an equal basis with the 
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